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PASTOR’S CORNER
JUST IN CASE YOU WONDERED

REV. TERESA KEEZEL

People keep asking questions about how the church works. Trinity is a United
Methodist congregation. Our book of church law is called The Discipline. We are
a representative form of government. This means that, by in large, Committee
Chairs guide our life together. They set the slate of volunteers and establish the
allocations of funds we have to fulfill our programs and missions. Because we’ve
been asking some interesting questions, I want to offer 4 gatherings on different
committees. I will start with lecture and move into questions and answers. The
first gathering will be on the office of “The Pastor”. This will be on Tuesday the
17th at 7:30 pm. The next meeting will be on “Finance and Trustees” on the 31st
at 7:30 pm. On August 7th, the topic will be “Administrative Council”, and then by
the end of the month I will have a meeting on “SPR (Staff-Parish Relations)”. So
incase you wondered, please come.

IT’S SUMMERTIME!!!
Yes, it is….And for me this means Charge Conference prep. So I am working on
Nominations and John is starting to work on budget estimates. If you have a
position, let me know if you want to keep it, give it up, or swap it. If you do not
have a position, and you would like to help somewhere, please let me know. We
are looking for Sunday School teachers. The commitment is for one year. If you
have a heart for children of any age, and believe that helping them have a
relationship with God is important, consider serving in this way.

WHAT IS THAT?
In the back of the sanctuary is a room that has a sofa, some chairs, and a small
table. As our children are growing, they are growing more active. We are trying to
meet everyone’s needs. So, if your child just can’t sit still, but nursery isn’t an
option, please feel free to take them to this space. There are crayons and some
quiet items. For those of us whose children are past this stage, we are looking for
children’s Christian books. Please remember an adult does need to be with the
child at all times, and please straighten up the space as you leave.

A YEAR IN REVIEW
Can you believe it has been a year? Wow!! It’s been a busy year. Last summer
the adult mission trip; this summer the youth mission trip. Pumpkin patches,
festivals, apple butter, and more. We have grown in numbers by about 20%
(keep welcoming and loving). With the growth has come some tightness in
sharing space. This is both literal space and time. I made a decision to allow the
8:30 am service to be a complete service. Like the 11 am service, it runs about
an hour and fifteen minutes. With the growth in numbers of people has come
expense of programming. So we are sorting out time, space, and resources.
(Continued)

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
BETH WILKES
Our summer season has kicked off
and the Mission Trips have begun.
The Youth just returned from Atlanta
GA, where they fed the homeless.
It sounds like they were all in shock
that these kinds of living conditions
exist in our country. Turner said there
were 3- and 4-year-olds just roaming
around, dirty and hungry. They were
also craving some human contact and
wanted Todd and Turner to hoist them
around on their shoulders.
Thank you to the adults and youth
that went forth and did God's work. It
was very clear that everyone that went
grew in their faith.
I will leave today going to Plymouth NC
where we will work on homes that
were damaged by Irene in 2010. I am
going with a friend and we will work
with a small crew but hope to have a
big impact. Plymouth is one of the
poorest counties in NC and the needs
there are tremendous and I am
looking forward to being able to serve.
The Adult Mission trip is coming up in
August and we will be returning to
Franklin WV and working on a Habitat
Community. Please keep all of these
missions in your prayers.
Thanks to Karen and Bill Poole and
their Car Club for collecting shoes for
Soles 4 Souls. At last count they were
nearing 200 pairs so thank you to
everyone who donated to this cause.
The missions committee will meet
again on July 24. If you're interesting
in being a part of this committee,
come join us at 7:00.
Have a great summer and
encourage you to serve others!

we

PASTOR’S CORNER CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
Thank you for trying the groups this year. I appreciate your willingness to get to
know each other better. And thank you for being willing to get to know me. We
continue to work in all kinds of directions. We are still playing with Sunday school
(we’ve talked trailers and having the men build another shed!).We are developing
our ability to use projections. We are learning some new songs. We’ve been
serving the homeless at Safe Havens. And the Kitchen committee is hard at
work. We are playing. Some things will work; some things will not. Some need to
be tweaked. Thanks so for your input and again, thanks for being open. The gifts
of God clearly live within you. I am thankful to be among you.
Serving Christ and each other….Teresa

A NOTE FROM THE LAY LISTENER:
THANK THEM AND THANK YOU
DAVID BAILEY, LAY LISTENER
If we weren’t paid for our work, would we still give our all? Would we even show
up? Money is a strong motivator to determine how we spend our time and where
we invest our hearts. If this is true, a non-profit entity, like the church, needs to
pay attention to how volunteers, some of whom function as unpaid staff, are
treated and retained.
No church can function unless members give their time. As Christians we are
called to serve no matter the cost. However, that does not mean the church
should treat people with disrespect or disregard. In fact, quite the opposite. We
must be more sensitive to and considerate of those who are giving of their time
and talent to help the church advance its mission and to serve others. Here are
some new ways to look at the ministry of volunteers.
1. DON’T TAKE ANYONE FOR GRANTED. Some leaders lament a lack of
devoted followers willing to give more time to the church and cite the
“20 percent of the people do 80 percent of the work” statistic. But what
about the 80 percent of the people who do 20 percent of the work? Too
many churches take those people for granted. What would happen if
the ushers didn’t show up or if the choir stopped rehearsing? The reality
is they don’t have to serve. Every chance you get, thank volunteers, let
them know their work matters and tell them how much they bring to the
body of Christ. At Trinity 21% of active members are in a leadership role.
Fully 52% of our regular attending members are involved in more than
just attending.
2. ALWAYS HAVE A PLAN B. Children get sick, cars break down and
sometimes, people simply forget. The Leaders need to consider what
would happen if volunteers did not show up. For example: It’s Sunday,
and one of your nursery workers isn’t there. Are you prepared? Do you
have a “go-to” list of trained people for whom you have background
checks? These people may not want a regular rotation in the nursery, yet
may be willing to help when a need arises.
3. ASK: WHAT WOULD I DO IF MY VOLUNTEERS COULD NOT BE PRESENT? Doing
this will limit the frustration and anger that sometimes accompany
working with unpaid servants? It allows us to extend grace and
compassion when people don’t show.
4. REMEMBER: BETTER TOGETHER. An important part of the ethos of the
church is community. Bring this into your philosophy of supporting
volunteers, particularly if they do mundane tasks such as folding
bulletins or mowing grass. It’s more fun to work with a partner. Even the
most boring task can become fun when you also build authentic
relationships.
(Continued)
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VBS IS COMING!
ANGIE RASMUSSEN, VBS DIRECTOR

VBS will be July 8th – 13th. This year
we will serve dinner from 5:45-6:30
each evening, and then VBS will run
from 6:30-8:15.
We will have the usual fun fare: crafts,
great music, fun and games, and
Bible stories. If you have not signed
up to help, it is not too late. I can use
your talents with helping our young
participants with crafts and telling a
Bible story.
We also still need some items for
crafts, especially concrete. If you don't
want to lug around those big bags,
you can always give a donation to
VBS.
You
can
email
me
rasmussen.family@verizon.net or call
me at 706-1518 if you have any
questions.
I would like to thank everyone who
has donated food items, crafts items
and your time to this effort. I know my
children always look forward to this
week and have so much fun; that is
because of you and your efforts. It
takes a lot of people to pull this off
and I'm very happy to be in a Church
that answers that call.
Online registration open at:
https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez
/TrinityUMC

YOUTH ATL MISSION TRIP

LAY LISTENER CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO
5. DON'T FORCE YOUR PASSION. Every leader has a passion for at least one
cause. Leaders often want the congregation also to volunteer for that
cause. If you cannot recruit tutors for the local school, it may be that is
your passion, but not one your faith community shares. Don’t force a
vision that is not catching on. Find creative ways to encourage the
congregation to understand the needs of the community, why tutoring is
important and how they can make a difference by considering this
vision. Before you begin thinking about new ministries, work with your
congregation to explore your community's needs. Discover your church’s
calling and enhance outreach efforts by creating a church marketing
plan.
6. LEAD BY EXAMPLE. Church Leaders need to discover their personal
passion and give of themselves. Service to others is part of our United
Methodist heritage. John Wesley spent his time ministering to those on
the margins of society (prisoners, debtors in poorhouses, widows and
those who frequented soup kitchens) and he called upon those who
followed him to commit to serving the poor, a particularly important
invitation since they were among the poor themselves. When pastors
volunteer, we become servants. Pastors who serve in the community
regularly are more understanding of and less judgmental toward those
who serve as volunteers in their congregations. They go out of their way
to say “thank you” and speak personally about how fulfilling it is to
follow a passion and serve.

TUMW FALL BAZAAR – OCTOBER 19TH
BARBARA SMITH, UMW CHAIR
This year the fall bazaar will be held Friday October 19th, 2012 from 9 am to 7
pm. There will not be any Saturday hours. We are in need of any craft items you
would like to donate. With the hot days ahead and spending more time inside, it
might be a good time to gather with a few friends to work on some projects.
Anything handmade will be greatly appreciated. We do however need to know
what you are making so we can plan ahead. Please let Barbara Smith
(bws621@comcast.net) Diane Springfield (dsf0419@aol.com) or Pam Soto
(pumice@comcast.net) know by August 31st.
We will also be having the “nearly new” boutique again so begin to set your
treasures aside for that now.
This year we will feature soups by the quart for purchase. Any other questions or
concerns contact Barbara Smith at 748-4475.
More pictures of the youth and leaders serving together (along with Carl the
Mascot Octopus) can be found on the church facebook page at
www.facebook.com/TUMC.Chester/photos
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LIFE SCHOOL MUSICAL
More pictures and higher resolution can
be found on the church facebook page at
www.facebook.com/TUMC.Chester/photos

MUSIC NEWS
PAT MADISON, DIRECTOR OF MUSIC
Thanks to our Cherubs, Angels, and Treble Clefs for their participation in
Children’s Sunday last month. We all had a good time watching you as you
helped us all find “the key to Life”! Special Thanks to Beth Wilkes for the
wonderful scenery and props and to Bob and Deborah Napolitano for their parts
in the play!
We have a great chime choir which did a beautiful job on Children’s Sunday.
When you are making plans for next year, consider chime choir. Pat Shrader
does a wonderful job teaching these children how to ring and read music.
To all youth- Mark Miller is the guest director for Youth Choir Jam this year. The
dates for this event are November 16th and 17th at River Road Baptist Church.
You won’t want to miss Choir Jam this year. Mark is awesome!
The Trinity Chancel Choir will not rehearse on July4th
due to the holiday or on July 11th due to VBS.
However, the Men’s chorus is rehearsing at my
house on July 5th in preparation for our performance
on August 10th.
We will have “A Night of Music and Storytelling” on
August 10th at 7:00 at the church. Linda Goodman
will be telling some of her wonderful stories. Our
Men’s Chorus will be singing a few songs, both
secular and sacred. Homemade desserts will be
served. Donations will be taken to help pay for
Cherub dinners in the fall. Please come and join us
for the fun!

MUSIC AROUND THE DISTRICT
FROM THE JAMES RIVER JOURNAL, DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

CHRISTY BARBER IN CONCERT
July 8, 2012 • 7:00 pm
Bethia United Methodist Church
10700 Winterpock Road, Chesterfield, VA
Admission: Free
“Christy has a wonderful spirit and love for life which
comes through her music,” Christy credits her Savior Jesus
for all her gifts. He is “Love’s Sweet Salvation!”

DISTRICT-WIDE “WELCOME” PICNIC
FROM THE JAMES RIVER JOURNAL, DISTRICT NEWSLETTER
All are invited to join in welcoming the new appointments to the James River
District at a Welcome Picnic.

Friday, July 13 from 5-7pm
Sharon UMC (18133 Comans Well Road, Yale, VA)
Hot dogs, hamburgers and beverages will be provided. Please provide a side dish
or dessert as follows: Last names beginning with A-M, bring a side dish; last
names beginning with N-Z bring a dessert.
Pony rides and pony cart rides will be provided, too.
Please RSVP by July to the
JamesRiverDistrict@vaumc.org.

District
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GIDEONS FATHER’S DAY
TRIBUTE BIBLES
In Memory of:
Given by:
James and Gracie Adams
Bob & Betty Adams
George B. Altice
Altice Children
Mildred Altice
Altice Children
Mildred Altice
Trinity Fellowship Class
Asa Bailey
David & Angela Bailey
James F. Baskin
Tom Baskin
John Clemmer
David & Angela Bailey
Ed Harrison
Jeff Harrison
Kevin Janke
Jennifer Walker
Daniel M. Jones
Carolyn Jones Wilson
Frank Kaplan
Kathy, Stephen & Nicholas Ruxton
George “Mike” Lindenfelser
Trinity Fellowship Class
John Meyer
Jennifer Walker
George Meyer
Jennifer Walker
Walker H. Morrissett
Shari & Adam Morrissett
Keith Nicholson
Amelia Nicholson
Percy Roach
Maggie Wilson
Ella Mae and Erby Shealy
Bob & Betty Adams
Mickey Shinholser
Bob & Betty Adams
Barry Shultz
Renee L. Sandlin
Thomas Walker
Jennifer Walker
Tommy Reed Wilkinson
Richard Wilkes
Roy Wilkes
Richard Wilkes
A. Ray Wilson
Willie & Maggie Wilson
In Honor of:
J.D. Brooks
William Farmer
Glen Jones
Junior Hodges
Junior Hodges
Bob Hudgins
Wade McIntyre

Given by:
Richard Wilkes
Jennifer Walker
Carol Ann Jones
Beth Hodges Wilkes
Richard Wilkes
Katherine Dohl

Victoria & Helen McIntyre
Gary L. Morrissett
Shari & Adam Morrissett
Charles Ruxton
Kathy, Steven & Nicholas Ruxton
Tim Ruxton
Kathy, Steven & Nicholas Ruxton
Richard Wilkes
Wilkes Brothers
Alfred Williamson
Sherry Farrow
Anonymous
Anonymous

SHOES SHOES AND MORE SHOES
KAREN POOLE
Our shoe drive to collect new and gently
used shoes for “Soles 4 Souls” was a huge
success – better than I ever anticipated. I
was hoping for 100 pairs, and we ended up
with 264 pairs, which will be shipped to a
distribution center in Tennessee to be
dispersed to disaster victims in the U.S. and
around the world. Thanks for your generous
support of this project, and thank you to
Paul Brown and ACF Environmental for
shipping these 18 boxes of shoes for us –
free of charge. The Trinity family always
comes through whenever they hear of
others in need.

. . . . . AND NOW FOR SOME WINTER COAT NEWS
A partition has been installed in the large coat rack in the narthex so that the lefthand end will be for coats that your family can no longer wear and you would like
to donate them to our on-going coat closet. The right-hand end will be for you to
hang up your coat during the church service and be reasonably certain that it will
be there when the service is over. A sign will be installed designating which end
is which, and YES…any kind of coats can be brought at any time. If you know of
someone needing one, please contact Karen Poole at 739-1615 or
billandkaren@mindspring.com and I will tell you what is available.

LABEL DRIVE FOR HENRY FORK
IRENE CASSADA, 2012 TUMW TREASURER
The Henry Fork Service Center is a non-profit
organization affiliated with the United Methodist Church ministering to the needs
of children, youth and adults in the community of Rocky Mount, VA. For several
years Trinity UMW have been helping Henry Fork by collecting Campbell's soup
labels and other bonus labels toward getting a van through Labels for Education.
We hope the goal of 1.6 million labels can be reached this year. Henry Fork
needs 51,155 more labels for the van.
Thank you for any labels that you can donate. There is a collection box in the
hallway. Go to www.labelsforeducation.com for more product information.

JULY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Please have all news, pictures and articles to the office no later than
Sunday, July 22nd for inclusion in the August Newsletter.
You can send items by email to trinity@trinity-umc.com or drop off at the
office.
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OUR CAMBODIAN FAMILY
BY KAREN POOLE
Lately you have heard us talking about Sea and Samoeun Por, but the newer members may not
know our connection to this family so Rev. Teresa has asked me to give you the background.
In the early 1980’s, Lilo Burley inspired our little church to rescue a family from a Cambodian
refugee camp and bring them to Chesterfield. At that time, Trinity was a much smaller country
church, which sat on the edge of the courthouse property. We were struggling financially and
trying to find a way to build a new building. We did not yet have the history of mission
outreach that we have today. With all that being said, it surely took the working of the Holy
Spirit to help Lilo convince us to take on something so radical.
In June 1982, five strangers walked off an airplane at the
Richmond airport. We were only expecting four … the process
had taken so long that Samoeun had her baby before they got here. They
had their 15-year-old niece SokChea with them along with their 9-year-old son Sereyak,
and now 1-year-old son Missme. The father was the only family member who spoke any English,
and we certainly could not speak Khmer. They had never slept in a bed, had never had
bathroom facilities or a kitchen with appliances, had never had a checking or bank account,
could not drive a car, and had no worldly possessions, except the clothes on their backs and
the contents of a small suitcase…they obviously would never have been able to survive in this
country on their own. They were all like newborn babies, and we were suddenly in the role of
adoptive parents. When we met Sea (pronounced “Sear”) and Samoeun at the airport, Trinity
was as nervous as you were when you brought your first baby home from the hospital.

2003

1997

We left the family in a home on Mason Avenue in Chester that Trinity had rented and prayed
that they would be okay for their first night in America. Over time, Trinity bought them
clothes, furnished their home, took them to classes in English and American culture, took
them to apply for jobs and to interviews, bought them their first transportation (a bicycle
that Sea rode to his first job at Hardee’s and Samoeun rode to her first job at the Holiday
Inn), paid for Sea’s driving lessons, helped him get his driver’s license, gave them their first
car (from the Carneys) … and again the story goes on and on as “our babies” grew into
successful adults. This is exactly what you have done as you have raised your children and
watched them grow into adulthood. It must also be noted that the entire family became U.S.
citizens in 1993.

The family became totally self-sufficient and soon increased again with the arrival of twin
boys, Jeffrey and Larry. The years rolled on and the children grew. SokChea graduated in
two years, got married and has 4 grown children – one a dental hygienist, one in the same
program at MCV, and 2 others working in the cell phone industry. Sereyak is a Marine
veteran who is married and has two elementary-age children. Missme manufactures
counter tops and is married to a college math professor and has one daughter and a stepson. Larry works as a painter, and Jeffrey work for a refrigeration company. We are very proud of all of them.
Sea worked as our church custodian for three years until he found a full-time job, and then Samoeun took over that job. Sea
worked for 13 years as a supervisor and forklift driver in a textile mill until it closed down. Three days later he started another
job with a print manufacturing company where he drove a forklift and programmed and operated robotic machines. He worked
there for 13 more years until it closed down last December. He lost the family health insurance
and is still currently unemployed.

2012

Not only did the children grow older, but Mom and Dad did too. Sea remains in excellent health,
but Samoeun has developed asthma and allergies which make her unable to work any longer.
This is where we have come back into the picture in much the same way you would have done
when your children needed you. We are currently assisting Samoeun with disability forms,
helping Sea apply for jobs, assisting with Samoeun’s emergency medical bills, and searching
for a way to secure health care for them.
As you can see, this family became our children…not friends, not church members, not
neighbors…but our children just as surely as if we had given birth to each and every one of
them. This family has always been very grateful for our assistance and have “paid it
forward” by helping other Cambodian families come to America and make their dreams
come true.
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BIRTHDAYS
Help us update our information; if your
birthday is this month and you are not
listed, please notify the office so we
won’t miss you again!

July 1

Stephanie Griffith

July 2

Kay Harrison
Karen Poole
Todd Morgan

July 3

Mike Potvin
Heather Madison

July 5

Merle Foster

July 6

Bill Faris

July 9

Craig Stariha
Logan Mills

July 10

Ann Wright

July 13

Wayne Walker

July 14 William Krauchunas
July 15

Aaron Poythress
Annabelle Rasmussen

July 16

Max Dho

July 17

Heidi Foutz
Nicholas Ruxton
Doris Peterson
Beth Wilkes

July 18

Turner Wilkes

July 20

Irene Cassada
Emily Moody

July 22

Bill Poole
Joshua Prentice

July 23

Amy Babcock
Wendy Linkous
Eva Langelotti

July 24

Janet Collins

July 25

Joe Love
Jeff Short

July 26

Paul Sanders
Amber McGuffin
Tanner Krauchunas

July 28

Alex Arnold
Tim Ruxton

July 31

Cindy Shelton
Ed Boroch

THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone for all your care and concern while I was ill. The prayers,
cards, calls, and food meant more than you know. It is so wonderful to have a
“church family” who cares so much.

OFFERING TELLERS
July 1 & 8
July 15 & 22
July 29 (& August 5)

Pam Soto

David Shaffer & Flo Gray
Harold Saunders & John Morris
Gary Potter & Pat Shrader

TODDLER NURSERY WORKERS
July 1
July 8
July 15
July 22
July 29

Stephanye Fuina & Ann Wright
Janet Collins & Marlene Martinez
Rose Tarkington & Ashley Cameron
Diane Springfield & Pam Soto
Vickie McIntyre & Lori Mizelle

If you are interested in helping out in the toddler nursery,
please get in touch with Diane Springfield.

“COMING TO AMERICA” ANNIVERSARY PARTY
You are invited to a “Coming to America” 30th Anniversary Party for Sea &
Samoeun Por & family (SokChea, Sereyrak and Missme), given by friends who
helped them settle in Chesterfield.
Please come to a buffet dinner at Shanghai Restaurant in the Winterpock
Crossing Shopping Center (6701 Lake Harbour Drive, Midlothian 23112, near
Sandy Lovern’s beauty shop, across from Lowe’s on Hull St.).
Saturday July 21 at 6 pm
Shanghai Restaurant, Midlothian
Cost: $10 per person, paid in advance or at the door
Suggested Attire: Casual, with red, white and/or blue
Seating is limited, so please let us know soon if you plan to attend.
Contacts: Mary Potter at mwmpotter@comcast.net or 739-3904
Ann Wright at dlcw@msn.com or 790-0403
Judy Powell at judyspowell@comcast.net or 790-1026
Karen Poole at billandkaren@mindspring.com or 739-1615

WHERE DID ALL THE SNACKS GO?
In case you have been wondering, the snacks have disappeared in an attempt to
get people to Sunday school on time. The 8:30 worship runs the same hour and
fifteen that the 11:00 runs. This means that Sunday school is being moved from
9:45 to 9:50. Class hopes to begin at 9:50 and continue until 10:30. Parents,
please remember to collect your children. Sunday school is very important and
our teachers work faithfully to prepare for class. So let’s try to get there at the
beginning.
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July 2012
Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4

Thursday

INDEPENDENCE DAY

5

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

7 pm SPR
7:30 pm AA
7:30 pm Men’s Chorus

Friday

6

Saturday

7
8 am UMM

practice at Pat’s house

8

9

Regular Sunday Morning
Schedule

10

11

12

7 pm Praise Team

6 am Bible Study
7 pm Men’s Chorus
7:30 pm Choir

11 am Gideon’s
7:30 pm AA

13

14
10 am Bagging food at
Sherbourne

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

5:45 pm Dinner
6:30 pm VBS

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Regular Sunday Morning
Schedule

7 pm Boy Scouts

7 pm Praise Team
7:30 pm “The Pastor”

6 am Bible Study
6:30 pm District Scout
Meeting
7 pm Men’s Chorus
7:30 pm Choir

7:30 pm AA

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Regular Sunday Morning
Schedule

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm Boy Scouts
7pm Blood Drive (Eagle
Scout Project)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
7 pm Missions
Committee Meeting
7 pm Praise Team

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
6 am Bible Study
6:30 pm District Scout
Mtg.
7 pm Men’s Chorus
7:30 pm Choir

7:30 pm AA

29

30

31

7 pm Boy Scouts

7 pm Praise Team
7:30 pm “Finance &
Trustees”

Joint Worship

If you have items to add to the calendar, please let the office know by email to trinity@trinity-umc.com or phone at 748-2349.
Trinity United Methodist Church
6600 Greenyard Road • PO Box 262 • Chesterfield, VA 23832
(804) 748-2439 • www.trinity-umc.com • www.facebook.com/TUMC.Chester

Page 8

